
   
 

Honeywell Spectra Expansion Plans Announced 
– $20 million expansion of Honeywell Spectra plant in Chesterfield County – 

16 October 2001—Honeywell International Inc. announced plans to expand its Chesterfield County 
Spectra plant.  The $20 million expansion should be completed by next fall.  Additional jobs will also 
be created, but not initially made public for competitive reasons.  The facility, is located on the 
campus of the company’s technical center just off Interstate 95, primarily produces Spectra.  

Spectra is a lightweight material used in bullet-resistant vests, helmets, and other armor used by 
military and law enforcement officials.  Spectra, with an extremely high strength-to-weight ratio, is 
light enough to float, yet resistant to chemicals, water, and ultraviolet light. 

Honeywell’s production process of the Spectra fiber is truly a regional effort.  Manufactured in 
Chesterfield, the fiber is then shipped to a plant in Petersburg where it is made into a product called 
Shield, a flat material layered into a block.  Shield is then tested at a ballistics laboratory in 
Petersburg.  However, expansion announcements have only been made for Honeywell’s 
manufacturing facility. 

Spectra’s other applications include fishing line, gloves, chaps and aprons, ultrahigh-strength rope for 
towing, and sail cloth for racing yachts. 
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