
   
 
 

11th Annual Virginia Nippon Classic 
- Nippon Classic at the Country Club of Petersburg–  

June 1, 2001—The 11th Annual Virginia Nippon Classic (VNC), co-hosted by the ABIDCO region, 
was unusual and exciting!  The event was held on Thursday 31 May at the Country Club of 
Petersburg under clear and sunny skies.  The event began with the emcee, Gary McLaren, Director, 
Business Development VEDP, and Jay Langston, Executive Director ABIDCO, welcoming the 107 
guests to Central Virginia.  Mark Kilduff, Honorary Chairman of the VNC, and Executive Director 
VEDP, expressed the importance of Japanese Investment in Virginia, and thanked the international 
companies.  The program part of the day concluded with James Kibler, Co-Chair, Energy & Telecom 
Practice Group, discussing the Status of Energy Market Place in Virginia.  

The shotgun start/captain’s choice Golf tournament began at noon with some exciting results.  The 
first place team was made up of David Hammer, Virgil Hazelett, David Miller, and Stuart Jernigan, but 
the day belonged to Takashi Fukashima, Wako Chemicals USA Inc., and member of the 3rd place 
team, who hit a hole in one on the par 3, 165-yard hole 9, winning him a car care of Dominion 
Chevrolet.  David Kearney, Jim Noel, Greg White, and Will Powers claimed 2nd place; joining Mr. 
Fukashima on the 3rd place team were Gary McLaren, Jeff Davis, and Charlie Yates.  The gracious 
host, Jay Langston, continued his hosting duties by allowing all other teams place ahead of his last 
place team.  

ABIDCO would like to thank all who helped and attended, especially the Cities of Hopewell and 
Petersburg, the Hollingsworth, Roslyn Farm, C.C. Townes, and B.I. Chemicals. 
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