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A Gateway To Easier Operations

A Gateway To Fantastic Quality of Life
From a cultural, economic, and recreational standpoint, life in central 

Virginia is excellent for its residents. Residents of Virginia’s Gateway 

Region pay less than the national average in housing, transportation, 

utility, and health care costs. Chesterfield County, a member of our 

region, has been one of the fastest growing counties in the United States 

over the last 20 years, and the affordable housing boom throughout the 

area shows no signs of slowing down.  

The Gateway Region is less than two hours from Washington, D.C., the 

Blue Ridge Mountains, Colonial Williamsburg, the Chesapeake Bay, and 

the Atlantic Ocean. Families living here can take advantage of Virginia’s 

highly-regarded public school system and excellent universities, 

including the University of Virginia, Virginia Commonwealth University, 

Virginia State University, Virginia Tech, The College of William & Mary, 

and James Madison University. 

Virginia’s Gateway Region, the Virginia Department of Transportation, 

and other important service providers can help your company’s transition 

into central Virginia. The economic development staff of Virginia’s 

Gateway Region can help your company with site location, permitting, 

pre-assessment, and partnering with local workforce development 

programs.

The Commonwealth of Virginia does not tax property; rather, the state’s 

individual cities, towns, and counties apply those taxes. The localities of 

the Gateway Region do not tax inventory and offer property tax 

exemptions on rehabilitated commercial and industrial real estate for 

conversion into distribution facilities. 

Once your company decides on a site, the Commonwealth can enhance 

your new location. The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 

awards funds to localities on an individual basis to help build both 

access roads and rail access to new facilities. As our region is situated 

near three major interstates and two rail lines, VDOT’s programs may be 

of particular value to your business. 

Already one of the lowest in the nation, Virginia’s sales tax has several 

exemptions that benefit distribution and logistics operations, including 

exemptions for custom computer software, items purchased for resale, 

and Internet access and related communications services.

For active residents, the Gateway Region provides both a wide variety of 

recreational events and activities, including outdoor recreation — such 

as championship golf courses, adult and youth sports leagues, boating, 

and fishing — and more leisurely pursuits, such as hundreds of shops, 

malls, and restaurants. 

For history lovers, the area provides an unmatched perspective into 

America’s past, with national historic parks, museums, festivals, and 

interactive exhibits, including the amazingly 

comprehensive Pamplin 

Historical Park, as well as 

nearby Jamestown and 

Yorktown. 
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When the U.S. Army plans its logistics operations, 

its leadership needs to act from an area conducive 

to moving thousands of tons of equipment quickly 

and efficiently all over the world. The Army needs an 

area that has excellent road, rail, water, and air 

access; of all of the regions in our vast country, the 

Army chose to locate in the region that could give an 

operation of that magnitude everything it needs. 

As the geographic center of the East Coast, 

Virginia’s Gateway Region is ideal as a distribution 

center for companies with markets ranging from 

New England in the North to Key West in the South 

and nearly everywhere in between. Served 

extensively by highways, rail, air, and ports, our 

region is the location to reach your customers 

around the country and around the world. 


